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Appendix A: Glossary of Terms

Ancestry. Ancestry refers to person’s ethnic origin
Y: y p g

or descent, “roots,” heritage, or the place of birth
of the person, the person’s parents, or their
ancestors before their arrival in the United States.

Citizen. This category includes respondents who
indicated that they were born in the United States,
Puerto Rico, a U.S. Island Area, or abroad of
American parent or parents. People who indicated
that they were U.S. Citizens through naturalization
are also citizens.

Native. The native population includes people
born in the United States, Puerto Rico, or the U.S.
Island Areas (such as Guam). People who were
born in a foreign country but have at least one
American (US. citizen) parent also are included in
this category. The native population includes
anyone who was a U.S. citizen at birth.

Foreign-born. The foreign-born population
mncludes all people who were not U.S. citizens at
birth. Foreign-born people are those who indicated
they were either a U.S. citizen by naturalization or
they were not a citizen of the United States.

DISABILITY STATUS

Existence of the following long-lasting conditions:
(a) blindness, deafness, or a severe vision or hearing
impairment (sensory disability) and (b) a condition
that substantially limits one or more basic physical
activities, such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching,
lifting, or carrying) physical disability. If the
individual had a physical, mental, or emotional
condition lasting 6 months or more that made it
difficult to perform certain activities. The four
activity categories were: (a) learning, remembering,
or concentrating (mental disability); (b) dressing,
bathing, or getting around inside the home (self-
care disability); (c) going outside the home alone to
shop or visit a doctor’s office (going outside the
home disability); and (d) working at a job or
business (employment disability).

High school graduate or higher. This category
includes people whose highest degree was a high
school diploma or its equivalent, people who
attended college but did not receive a degree, and
people who received a college, university, or
professional degree. People who reported
completing the 12" grade but not receiving a
diploma are not high school graduates.

Not enrolled, not high school graduate. This
category includes people of compulsory school
attendance age or above who were not enrolled in
school and were not high school graduates. These
people may be referred to as “high school
dropouts.” However, there is no criterion regarding
when they “dropped out” of school, so they may
have never attended high school.

Employed. All civilians 16 years old and over who
were either (1) “at work” — those who did any work
at all during the reference week as paid employees,
worked in their own business or profession, worked
on their own farm, or worked 15 houts or more as
unpaid workers on a family farm or in a family
business; or (2) were “with a job but not at work” —
those who did not work during the reference week,
but who had jobs or businesses from which they
were temporarily absent because of illness, bad
weather, industrial dispute, vacation, or other
personal reasons.

Civilian employed. This term is defined exactly
the same as the term “employed” above.

Unemployed. All civilians 16 years old and over
were classified as unemployed if they were neither
“at work” nor “with a job but not at work” during
the reference week, were looking for work during
the last 4 weeks, and were available to start a job.
Also included as unemployed were civilians 16 years
old and over who: did not work at all during the
reference week, were on temporary layoff from a
job, had been informed that they would be recalled
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to work within the next 6 months or had been given
a date to return to work, and were available to
return to work during the reference week, except
for temporary illness.

Civilian labor force. Consists of people classified
as employed or unemployed in accordance with the
criteria described above.

Labor force. All people classified in the civilian
labor force (Le., “employed” and “unemployed”
people), plus members of the US. Armed Forces
(people on active duty with the United States Army,
Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard).

Not in labor force. All people 16 years old and
over who are not classified as members of the labor
force. This category consists mainly of students,
mndividuals taking care of home or family, retired
wortkers, seasonal workers enumerated in an off-
season who were not looking for work,
mstitutionalized people (all institutionalized people
are placed in this category regardless of any work
activities they may have done in the reference
week), and people doing only incidental unpaid
family work (fewer than 15 hours during the

reference week).

Group Quarters

The group quarters population includes all people
not living in households. Two general categories of
people in group quarters are recognized: (1) the
mstitutionalized population and (2) the
noninstitutionalized population.

Noninstitutionalized population. The
noninstitutionalized population includes all people
who live in group quarters other than institution,
such as college dormitories, military quarters, and
group homes. Also, included are staff residing at
mnstitutional group quarters.

Household

A household includes all of the people who occupy
a housing unit. (People not living in households are
classified as living in group quarters.) A housing
unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home, a
group or rooms, or a single room occupied (or if
vacant, intended for occupancy) as separate living
quarterts.

Average household size. A measure obtained by
dividing the number of people in households by the
total number of households (or householders).
Average household size is rounded to the nearest

hundredth.

Householdet. In most cases, the householder is
the person, or one of the people, in whose name
the home is owned, being bought, or rented. If
there is no such person in the household, any adult
household member 15 years old and over could be
designated as the householder (i.e., Person 1).

Two types of householders are distinguished: family
householders and nonfamily householders. A
family householder is a householder living with one
or more individuals related to him or her by birth,
marriage, or adoption. The householder and all of
the people in the household related to him or her
are family members. A nonfamily householder is a
householder living alone or with nonrelatives only.

Family Type

A family includes a householder and one or more
other people living in the same household who are
related to the householder by birth, marriage, or
adoption. All people in a household who are
related to the householder are regarded as members
of his or her family.

Families are classified by type as either a “married-
couple family” other family” according to the
presence of a spouse.
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Married-couple family. This category includes a family
in which the householder and his or her spouse are
enumerated as members of the same household.

Other family:

Male householder, no wife present. 'This category
includes a family with a male maintaining a
household with no wife of the householder present.

Female housebolder, no husband present. This category
includes a family with a female maintaining a
household with no husband of the householder
present.

Nonfamily household. This category includes a
householder living alone or with nonrelatives only.

Average family size. A measure obtained by
dividing the number of people in families by the
total number of families (or family householders).
Average family size is rounded to the nearest
hundredth.

Social security income. Social security income
includes social security includes social security
pensions and survivors benefits, permanent
disability insurance payments made by the Social
Security Administration prior to deductions for
medical insurance, and railroad retitement insurance
checks from the U.S. government. Medicare
reimbursements are not included.

Public assistance Security Income (SSI). Public
assistance income includes general assistance and
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).
Separate payments received for hospital or other
medical care (vendor payments) are excluded. This

does not include Supplemental Security Income
(SSI).

Retirement income. Retirement income includes:
(1) retirement pensions and survivor benefits from a

former employer; labor union; or federal, state, or
local government; and the U. S military; (2) income
from workers’ compensation; disability income
from companies or unions; federal, state, or local
government; and the U.S. military: (3) periodic
receipts from annuities and insurance; and (4)
regular income from IRA and KEOGH plans. This
does not include social security mncome.

Income of households. This includes the income
of the householder and all other individuals 15
years old and over in the household, whether they
are related to the householder or not, because many
households consist of only one person, average
household income 1s usually less than average family
income.

Income of families. On compiling statistics on
family income, that incomes of all members is years
old and over related to the householder are summed
and treated as a single amount.

Median Income. The median divides the income
distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the
cases falling below the median income and one-half
above the median. For households and families, the
median income is based on the distribution of the
total number of households and families including
those with no income. The median income for
individuals is based on individuals 15 years old and
over with income.

Per capita income. Per capita income 1s the mean
income computed for every man, woman, and child
in a particular group. It is derived by dividing the
total income of a particular group by the total
population in that group.

Industry.

The industry classification system used during
Census 2000 was developed for the census and
consists of 265 categories for employed people,
classified mnto 14 major industry groups. The

Houston Housing and Households 2000 (Source: U.S. Census Bureau) A-3
City of Houston Planning and Development Department, Long-Range Planning Division



Appendix A: Glossary of Terms

Census 2000 classification was developed from the
1997 North American Industry Classification
System (NAICS) published by the Office of
Management and Budget, executive Office of the
President. NAICS is an industry description system
that groups establishments into industries based on
the activities in which they are primarily engaged.

Occupation.

The occupational classification system used during
Census 2000 consists of 509 specific occupational
categories for employed people arranged into 23
major occupational groups. This classification was
developed based on the Standard Occupational
Classification (SOC) Manual: 2000, which includes a
hierarchical structure showing 23 major
occupational groups divided into 96 minor groups,
449 broad groups, and 821 detailed occupations.
For Census 2000, tabulations with occupation as the
primary characteristic present several levels of
occupational detail.

Class of Worker.

The information on class of worker refers to the
same job as a respondent’s industry and occupation,
categorizing people according to the type of
ownership of the employing organization. The
class of worker categories are defined as follows:

Private wage and salary workers. Private wage and
salary workers include people who worked for
wages, salary, commission, tips, pay-in-kind, or piece
rates for a private for-profit employer or a private
not-for-profit, tax-exempt, or charitable
organization. Self-employed people whose business
was incorporated are included with private wage
and salary workers because they are paid employees
of their own companies. Some tabulations present
data separately for these subcategories: “for-profit,”
and “own business incorporated.”

Government workers. Government wotrkers includes
people who were employees of any federal, tribal,

state, or local governmental unit, regardless of the

activity of the particular agency. For some
tabulations, the date were presented separately for
federal (includes tribal), state, and local
governments. Employees of foreign governments,
the United Nations, or other formal international
organizations were classified as “federal
government.” Unlike the 1990 census when they
were classified as “private not-for-profit.”

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers.
Self-employed in own not incorporated business
workers includes people who worked for profit or
fees mn their own unincorporated business,
professional practice, or trade, or who operated a
farm.

Unpaid family workers. Unpaid family workers
includes people who worked 15 hours or more
without pay in a business or on a farm operated by
a relative.

Self-employed in own incorporated business workers. In
tabulations, this category is included with private
wage and salary workers because they are paid
employees of their own companies.

JOURNEY TO WORK

Place of work. Data on place of work refer to the
geographic location at which workers carried out
their occupational activities during the reference
week.

Means of Transportation to Work.

Means of transportation to work refers to the
principal mode of travel or type of conveyance that
the worker usually used to get from home to work
during the reference week. Data were tabulated for
workers 16 years old and over; that is, members of
the armed forces and civilians who were at work
during the reference week.
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LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME AND
ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH

Private Vehicle Occupancy. Private vehicle
occupancy refers to the number of people who
usually rode to work in the vehicle during the
reference week. The category “Drove alone,”
includes people who usually drove alone to work as
well as people who were driven to work by
someone who then drove back home or to a
nonwork destination. The category “Carpooled,”
mncludes workers who reported that two or more
people usually rode to work in the vehicle during
the reference week.

Workers per cart, truck, or van. This is obtained
by dividing the number of people who reported
using a car, truck, or van to get to work by he
number of such vehicles that they used. The
number of vehicles used is derived by counting
each person who drove alone as one vehicle, each
person who reported being in a 2-person carpool as
one-half of a vehicle, each person who reported
being in a the-person carpool as one-third of a
vehicle, and so on, and then summing all the
vehicles. Workers per car, truck, or van are rounded
to the nearest hundredth.

Time Leaving Home to Go to Work.

The departure time refers to the time of day that
the person usually left home to go to work during
the reference week.

Travel Time to Work.

Travel time to work refers to the total number of
minutes that it usually took the person to get from
home to work each day during the reference week.
The elapsed time includes time spent waiting for
public transportation, picking up passengers in
carpools, and time spent in other activities related to
getting to work.

Language Spoken at Home.

Questions 11a and 11b referred to languages
spoken at home 1n an effort to measure the current
use of languages other than English. People who
knew languages other than English but did not use
them at home or who only used them elsewhere
were excluded. Most people who reported speaking
a language other than English at home also speak
English. The questions did not permit
determination of the primary or dominant language
of people who spoke both English and another
language.

Language density. Language density 1s a
household measure of the number of household
members who speak a language other than English
at home 1n three categories: none, some, and all
speak another language.

Ability to Speak English.

The data on ability to speak English represent the
person’s own perception about his or her own
ability or, because census questionnaires are usually
completed by one household member, the
responses may represent the perception of another
household membet.

Linguistic isolation. A household in which no
person 14 years old and over speaks only English
and no person 14 years old and over who speaks a
language other than English speaks English “Very
well” 1s classified as “linguistically 1solated.” In
other wotds, a household in which all members 14
years old and over speak a non-English language
and also speak English less than “Very well” (have
difficulty with English) 1s “linguistically 1solated.”
All the members of a linguistically isolated
household are tabulated as linguistically 1solated,
including members under 14 years old who may
speak only English.
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MARITAL STATUS.

The data on marital status were derived from
answers to long-form questionnaire item 7, “What
1s this person’s marital status,” which was asked of a
sample of the population. The marital status
classification refers to the status at the time of
enumeration. Data on marital status are tabulated
only for the population 15 years old and over.

Each person was asked whether they were “Now
married,” “Widowed,” “Divorced,” “Separated,” or
“Never married.” Couples who live together (for
example, people in common-law marriages) were
able to report the marital status they considered to
be the most appropriate.

Never married. Never married includes all people
who have never been married, including people
who only marriage(s) was annulled.

Ever married. Ever married includes people
married at the time of enumeration, along with
those who are separated, widowed, or divorced.

Now married, except separated. Now married,
except separated includes people whose current
marriage has not ended through widowhood or
divorce; or who are not currently separated. The
category also may include people in common-law
marriages if they consider this category the most
appropriate. In certain tabulations, currently
married people are further classified as “spouse
present” or “spouse absent.”

Separated. Separated includes people with legal
separations, people living apart with intentions of
obtaining a divorce, and people who are
permanently or temporarily separated because of
marital discord.

Widowed. This category includes widows and
widowers who have not remarried.

Divorced. This category includes people who are
legally divorced and who have not remarried.

Now married. All people whose current marriage
has not ended by widowhood or divorce. This
category includes people defined above as
“separated.”

PLACE OF BIRTH.

The data on place of birth were derived from
answers to long-form questionnaire Item 12 which
was asked of a sample of the population.
Respondents were asked to report the U.S. state,
Puerto Rico, US. Island Area, or foreign country
where they were born. People not reporting a place
of birth were assigned the state or country of birth
of another family member or their residence 5 years
earlier, or were imputed the response of another
person with similar characteristics. People born
outside the United States were asked to report their
place of birth according to current international
boundaries. Since numerous changes in boundaries
of foreign countries have occurred in the last
century, some people have reported their place of
birth in terms of boundaries that existed at the time
of their birth or emigration, or in accordance with
their own national preference.

The place of birth question for residents of Puerto
Rico was 1dentical to the question on the stateside
questionnaires. The same code lists were used to
code the responses and similar edits were applied.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Housing unit. A housing unit may be a house, an
apartment, a mobile home, a group of rooms, or a
single room that is occupied (or, if vacant, 1s
intended for occupancy) as separate living quarters.
Separate living quarters are those in which the
occupants live separately from any other individuals
in the building and which have direct access from
outside the building or through a common hall.
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Both occupied and vacant housing units are
included in the housing unit inventory.

Occupied housing unit. A housing unit is
classified as occupied if it 1s the usual place of
residence of the person or group of people living in
it at the time of enumeration, or if the occupants
are only temporarily absent; that is, away on
vacation or a business trip. The occupants may be a
single family, one person living alone, two or more
families living together, or any other group of
related or unrelated people who share living
quarters.

Vacant housing unit. A housing unit is vacant if
no one is living in it at the time of enumeration,
unless its occupants are only temporarily absent.
Units temporarily occupied at the time of
enumeration entirely by people who have usual
residence elsewhere are also classified as vacant.

BEDROOMS.

The number of bedrooms is the count of rooms
designed to be used as bedrooms. Included are all
rooms intended to be used as bedrooms even if
they currently are being used for some other
purpose. A housing unit consisting of only one
room, such as a one-room efficiency apartment, is
classified, by definition, as having no bedroom.

CONTRACT RENT.

Contract rent 1s the monthly rent agreed to or
contracted for, regardless of any furnishings,
utilities, fees, meals, or services that may be
included. For vacant units, it is the monthly rent
asked for the rental unit at the time of enumeration.

Specified renter-occupied and specified vacant-
for-rent units. In some tabulations, contract rent is
presented for specified renter-occupied and vacant-
for-rent units. Specified renter-occupied and
specified vacant-for-rent units exclude 1-family
houses on 10 acres or mote.

GROSS RENT.

Gross rent 1s the contract rent plus the estimated
average monthly cost of utilities (electricity, gas,
water and sewer) and fuels (oil, coal, kerosene,
wood, etc.) if there are paid by the renter (or paid
for the renter by someone else). The estimated
costs of utilities and fuels are reported on an annual
basis but are converted to monthly figures.

Median gross rent. Median gross rent divides the
gross rent distribution into two equal parts: one-
half of the cases falling below the median gross
rent and one-half above the median.

Median gross rent as a percentage of
household income in 1999. This measure divides
the gross rent as a percentage of household income
distribution into two equal parts, one-half of the
cases falling below the median gross rent as a
percentage of household income and one-half
above the median.

HOUSEHOLD SIZE.

This item 1s based on the count of people in
occupied housing units. All people occupying the
housing unit are counted, including the
householder, occupants related to the householder,
and lodgers, roomers, boarders, and so forth.

Average household size of occupied unit. A
measure obtained by dividing the number of people
living in occupied housing units by the number of
occupied housing units. This measure is rounded to
the nearest hundredth.

MORTGAGE STATUS.

“Mortgage” refers to all forms of debt where the
property is pledged as security for repayment of the
debt, including deeds of trust; trust deeds; contracts
to purchase; land contracts; junior mortgages; and
home equity loans. A mortgage is considered a first
mortgage if it has prior claim over any other
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mortgage or if it is the only mortgage on the

proper ty

OCCUPANTS PER ROOM.

Occupants per room is obtained by dividing the
number of people in each occupied housing unit by
the number of rooms in the unit. The figures show
the number of occupied housing units having the
specified ratio of people per room.

ROOMS.

The statistics on rooms are presented in terms of
the number of housing units with a specified
number of rooms. The intent of this question is to
count the number of whole rooms used for living
purposes.

Median rooms. This measure divides the rooms
distribution into two equal parts, one-half of the

cases falling below the median number of rooms

and one-half above the median.

TENURE.
All occupied housing units are classified as either
owner occupied or renter occupied.

Owner occupied. The unit is also considered
owned with a mortgage if it is built on leased land
and there is a mortgage on the unit. Mobile homes
occupied by owners with installment loans balances
are also included in this category.

Renter occupied. All occupied housing units that
are not owner occupied, whether they are rented for
cash rent or occupied without payment of cash
rent, are classified as renter occupied. “Rented for
cash rent” includes units in continuing care,
sometimes called life care arrangements. These
arrangements usually involve a contract between
one or more individuals and a service provider

UNITS IN STRUCTURE.

A structure is a separate building that either has
open spaces on all sides or is separated from other
structures by dividing walls that extend from
ground to roof. In determining the number of
units in a structure, all housing units, both occupied
and vacant, are counted.

1-unit, detached. This is a 1-unit structure
detached from any other house; that is, with open
space on all four sides. Such structures are
considered detached even if they have an adjoining
shed or garage. Mobile homes to which one or
more permanent rooms have been added or built
are also included.

1-unit, attached. This is a 1-unit structure that has
one or more walls extending from ground to roof
separating it from adjoining structures. In row
houses (sometimes called townhouses), double
houses, or houses attached to nonresidential
structures, each house is a separate, attached
structure if the dividing or common wall goes from
ground to roof.

2 ot more units. These are units in structures
containing 2 or more housing units, further
categorized as units in structures with 2, 3, or 4, 5
to 9,10 to 19, 20 to 49, and 50 or more units.

Mobile home. Both occupied and vacant mobile
homes to which no permanent rooms have been
added are counted in this category.

VACANCY STATUS.

Vacancy status and other characteristics of vacant
units were determined by census enumerators
obtaining information from landlords, owners,
neighbors, rental agents, and others. Vacant units
are subdivided according to their housing market

guaranteeing the individual shelter, usually a house classification.

or apartment, and services, such as meals or

transportation to shopping or recreation.
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Homeowner vacancy rate. The homeowner
vacancy rate is the proportion of the homeowner
mventory that is vacant “for sale.” It is computed
by dividing the number of vacant units “for sale
only” by the sum of owner-occupied units and
vacant units that are “for sale only,” and then

multiplying by 100.

Rental vacancy rate. The rental vacancy rate is
the proportion of the rental inventory tht is vacant
“for rent.” It 1s computed by dividing the number
of vacant units “for rent” by the sum of renter-
occupied units and vacant units that are “for rent,”

and then multiplying by 100.

VALUE.

Value 1s the respondent’s estimate of how much the
property (house and lot, mobile home and lot, or
condominium unit) would sell for if it were for sale.
If the house or mobile home was owned or being
bought, but the land on which it sits was not, the
respondent was asked to estimate the combined
value of the house or mobile home and the land.

Vehicles available. The data on vehicles available
was asked on a sample basis at occupied housing
units. These data show the number of passenger
cars, vans, and pickup or panel trucks of 1-ton
capacity or less kept at home and available for use
of household members. Vehicles rented or leased
for 1 month or more, company vehicles, and police
and government vehicles are included if kept at
home or used for nonbusiness purposes.

Vehicles per household (Mean vehicles
available). Vehicles per household is computed by
dividing aggregate vehicles available by the number
of occupied housing units.

Year householder moved into unit. The data on
year householder moved into unit was asked on a
sample at occupied housing units. These data refer
to the year of the latest move by the householder.

If the householder moved back into a housing unit
her or she previously occupied, the year of the
latest move was reported.

Year structure built. The data on year structure
build was asked on a sample basis at both occupied
and vacant housing units. Year structure built refers
to when the building was first constructed, not
when it was remodeled, added to, or converted.

Median

This measure represents the middle value (if n is
odd) or the average of the two middle values (if n is
even) in an ordered list of n data values. The
median divides the total frequency distribution into
two equal parts: one-half of the cases falling below
the median and one-half above the median.

Percentage

This measure is calculated by taking the number of
items in a group possessing a characteristic of
interest and dividing by the total number of items
in that group, and then multiplying by 100.

Rate

This 1s a measure of occurrences in a given period
of time divided by the possible number of
occurrences during that period. For example, the
homeowner vacancy rate is calculated by dividing
the number of vacant units “for sale only” by the
sum of owner-occupied units and vacant units that
are “for sale only,” and then multiplying by 100.

Ratio

This is 2 measure of the relative size of one number
to a second number expressed as the quotient of
the first number divided by the second.
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